26                       RELIGIOUS  COURTSHIP.
reasons I have for the match are good ; you acknowledge the gentleman is agreeable, you cannot say that you cannot love him, and I am sure then you cannot give a good reason against it; and therefore I expect you go on with it: I have appointed the week after next for your wedding: and here, there's some money to buy you clothes. [Holds out a bank bill to her.']
Da. Sir, I beg you will not take it ill, that I cannot do it. \_She pulls back her hand from the bill.~\
Fa. What do you mean ? I advise you not to play the fool with me any longer.
(Here the father being in a great passion, her sister, who was in pain for her, hearing him loud, came in, which greatly encouraged her; and she spoke, though very respectfully, to her father, yet with great plainness.)
Da. Sir, this seems to be a hardship that never was put upon any one before: if I was going to marry any one you did not like, it was no doubt in your power to command me not to do it; but I cannot think you ought to command me to marry any man against my will.
Fa. I have a great many reasons why I ought to expect your compliance in this, and you know my reasons are good.
Da. You cannot then but think, sir, that I have some reasons against it, or I should comply with my father; for I never disobeyed you before, and why should not my reasons be heard ?
Fa. I know you can have no reasons that are sufficient.
Da. Will you please to let any one else be judge of that for me ?
Fa. 1 will have no arbitrators between me and my children.
Da. I cannot help myself in that.